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FOCUS GROUP REPORT – Italy /Coop. Città Viva 
 

On 5 February 2014 a focus group took placed in 
Coop. Città Viva  premiss to discus Dante 
Project and European citizenship in VET. 
The focus group was attended by 10 trainers and 
was moderated by Carlo Mastroeni. 
The nationalities taking part were: 
7 Italian 
2 Sri Lankan 
1 Eritrean 
 
Carlo Mastroeni presented the project and 
activities to date and invited those present to 

express their opinions on the following questions: 
 

1. What is meant by ‘European citizenship’? 
2. What is meant by ‘active European citizenship’? 
3. What is the place of European citizenship in VET?  
4. What social media and communication tools can be used to foster active European 

citizenship? 
 
 
RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

- What is meant by ‘European citizenship’? 
 
By the working group, out comes a feeling of belonging still unfinished, to be built by 

everyone, that needs to be expanded. 
Being European citizens is a concept 
articulated, complex, ranging from the 
purely legal ones identity, and it is for this 
reason that European citizenship is 
something random / aleatory: 
 often define as "African" or "Asian" 
populations from those countries , but find 
it hard to define us Europeans, we are very 
attached to our national identity, often in 
contrast with other European Nation. The  
European citizenship and therefore the 

awareness of a European identity, we still build and define the tune of citizens and 
institutions to create a true and lasting European Union. 
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- What is meant by ‘active European citizenship’? 

 
The meaning of Active European Citizenship is associated with being involved in 
various ways in civil society, either through volunteering or through associations. Be an 
Active Citizen Europe means first of all be aware of their rights and duties, this 
necessarily implies inquire. Once informed, the Active Citizen should endeavor to 
express, and to make known his own thought. Finally, we believe it is a moral obligation 
of an active European citizen to act in trying to "wake up" other people, trying to activate 
them or participating in society as mentioned before in volunteering in the civil sphere, 
in politics or in other fields. 
 

- What is the place of European citizenship in VET?  
 

The formation of new European citizens, it 
has become very topical issue of great 
urgency. The quick succession of European 
agreements on the various planes from the 
economic to the political, can not fail to 
awaken the interest of education systems. 
We can not have a Europe of economic and 
political arrangements, without the 
construction of the new mentality of the 
European citizen. Conventions and 
European treaties so provide, offer plenty of 

indications and teachers are invited to take responsibility within educational institutions.  
 
From the operational point of view becomes decisive adequate training of teachers. The 
thing is feasible, even without creating new structures, as for prospective teachers can 
provide universities with specific curricula and in-service teachers can use the refresher 
courses structuring programs well targeted. 
Special attention should be given to immigrants, workers mobility within the EU, and 
workers from non-EU countries, identifying the specific instruments for participation in 
training activities and for social integration. 
 

- What social media and communication tools can be used to foster active European 
citizenship? 

- The first generation of the Internet, Web 1.0, consisted of the World Wide Web 
(network), electronic mail, discussion forums and so forth. The appearance of Web 2.0, 
however, brought with it the introduction of social networking sites, wikis and blogs. 
These new ICTs have resulted in significant changes in  communication, in the public 
and private spaces.  The Internet has become an integral part of everyday life in terms  
of people's habitual use of it, as well as a communication tool between the government 
and the citizen. This technology, already used in many fields, it can be further used to 
promote active European citizenship through the various social networks. 
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