
The DANTE project 

The DANTE project emerges as a necessary approach to overcome the current distance 
between politicians in Brussels and European citizens and promote active and 
participatory citizenship based on the development of digital competencies and social 
and civic competence through the exchange of best practices based on an increased 
access to Open Education Resources & Social Media. The partners decided to work on 
the field of active and participatory citizenship because the future of the European 
Union means major changes for European citizens. An important part of this is a 
bottom-up strategy, hence key skills such as ICT and entrepreneurship need to be at 
the heart of their professional education and training. 
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INTRODUCTION 

VET professionals use traditional ways of education, which can lower the effectiveness of 
learning process and does not allow the development of IT competences. Due to rapid 
development of Web2.0 services, and need for providing attractive and high quality learning 
content, a slow movement towards integration of learning systems and social media applications 
arises. Social media applications such as Twitter, blogs and Facebook are used more and more in 
our daily personal and professional lives. Educational institutions are becoming increasingly 
aware that such applications can be effectively integrated into their learning delivery systems but 
very few are actually using these applications to create innovation within their training systems 
and to offer more learner-centred services. Equipping VET professionals with skills allowing them 
to deliver knowledge with use of social media will provide attractive VET opportunities and 
encourage youth participation in learning process. 

 

BENEFITS 

Social media tools have two important characteristics: immateriality (eliminate the need to 
coincide in space and time. Besides, through digitization is possible to store large amounts of 
information), and instantaneity. We can say that social media brings to education some 
possibilities like: 

• Eliminate time-space barriers between teacher and student. 
• Encourage collaborative learning and self-learning. 
• Strengthen learning throughout life. 
• Interaction between participants in education (teachers, parents, students). 
• Facilitate school approximation to society. 
• Provide teacher training. 
• Develop communication tasks allowing the exchange of information (writing for a real 

audience). 
• Facilitate access to information (databases, thematic forums, web pages ...). 

 
The social media offers teachers the opportunity to reconsider traditional teaching, to expand 
and complement them with new activities and learning resources. Secondly, they offer the 
possibility of working in collaborative work environments beyond our own class. Contacting 
students and teachers from other schools and other countries and promoting intercultural 
education.The potential use of these materials have many advantages such as: motivation for 
academic tasks, continuous intellectual activity, develop the initiative, cooperative activities, high 
level of interdisciplinary, contact with the new technologies, adaptation to students with special 
educational needs, present information dynamically and interactively, permit access to 
databases, etc. 
 

SITUATION AND CHALLENGE 

After analyze a segment of docents on non formal education in Slovenia. Independently if they 
teach subjects connect with media or new technologies, it can be seen that they use social media 
as interpersonal communication tools and social or professional networking sites (mails, skype, 
facebook, Google +, Linkdln) or collaborative projects (wikis, Wikipedia). However they are 
unwilling to use tools as: blogs, microblogs, podcasts (e.g. WordPress, Twitter), content 
communities (e.g. YouTube, Vimeo, DailyMotion), Online forums, comments, debates (e.g. 
Disqus, news sites, specialist forums) or Online learning courses. 

The teachers observes that, on one hand the students have the necessary competencies to 
manage new technologies in general but on the other hand, older teachers and adult students, 
still have many problems regarding to the full use of the new technologies. Depend on the years 
working in education, new generation teachers opine that these tools has influenced on student 
results and learning, building connections between students and tutors/trainers and creating 
new opportunities for collaborative learning. By contrast, teachers with more than a decade on 
the teaching, they don't perceive these tools providing relevant benefits. In general, regardless of 
generation, although many teachers know the basic applications of software for writing text, 
graph, etc. and the knowledge and basic utilities to navigate the Internet and communicate 
through e-mail. They are few who overtake this elementary level user to take advantage of 
technology, using of digital materials, designing their own resources, proposing activities, etc. 
Hence, it should be democratized and promoted the access to these new technologies, by 
educational institutions. As well as a broader knowledge of the full possibilities offered by these 
tools.  Therefore, achieve that teachers get the knowledge and incorporate the use of social 
media is a pending issue. 
 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

Although in general, technologies are highly valued and recognized, there are different factors 
that do not favor to take a step forward to the use of these tools. These factors would be: lack of 
economic benefit, unreliability in achieving objectives, little flexibility in education, no perception 
of its necessary introduction into the classes, lack of resources, infrastructure and equipment, 
lack of specific support, lack of time. Thus, it seems that obstacles to overcome in the process of 
ICT integration in schools are already sufficiently identified. 
 
Mostly all the obstacles the teachers find on using TIC in education, could be solved with a 
suitable training on digital skills and their practices uses, to make them realize about the benefits 
they can provide. And a bigger effort from the institutions or schools in incorporating resources 
and equipment. Furthermore, it is important to mention the need to see the technology as a tool 
and not as an end in itself. Tools which fundamental goal is to help students to learn in a more 
efficient and effective way.It follows that it is also necessary facilitate the initiative of practices, 
in the field of education and professional training,  through the instruction and improving their 
skills in new ways of learning and digital and social teaching (creation of materials and tools in 
social media, Open Educational Resources (OER). And especially to insist in the design and 
development of good teaching practices through the new technologies. 


